
 

[Horror] 
A darker Magic       Michael Bedard 

For classmates Emily and Craig and their teacher, Miss Potts, summer begins routinely enough. One day, 

on one of the desks, Miss Potts finds a mysterious old playbill. Soon, all three are beset by frightening 

premonitions. Something dangerous, something connected with the past is about to happen. As tension 

builds, the characters' separate stories come together, seemingly forced by the evil designs of a strange 

magician who appeared in the town some 50 years before. Together or alone, they must resist him. 

The Year we Disappeared    Cylin and John Busby  

With their lives unraveling around them, the Busby family left everything and everyone they had ever 

known--and simply disappeared. As told by both father and daughter, this is a harrowing true story of a 

family, a brutal shooting, and the year that would change their lives forever. 

Haunted        Meg cabot 

There is no such thing as ghosts. Or so they say, but Susannah Simon knows differently. She's a mediator 

— one who can see dead people — and not only is her life fraught with peril emanating from the realm 

of the undead, she's also faced with all the usual teen traumas such as first love (though he is a ghost) 

and being new in town. 

Zero at the Bone      Michael Cadnum 

Cray Buchanan, high school senior, narrates this taut, waking nightmare of contemporary American life. 

When his 18-year-old sister Anita fails to come home from work one night, all normal, daily events and 

problems abruptly lose importance. Cray's fleeting hopes of becoming the varsity quarterback and a fire 

at his father's furniture factory fade into obscurity. Days stretch out in a litany of tension and futility, 

police interviews, searching dumpsters and alleys, and missing posters. Poignant scenes unfold as Cray 

invades the sanctity of his sister's room and diary to uncover clues to her disappearance. 

The Dark Behind the Curtain    Gillian Cross 

Colin Jackus doesn't want to be in the school play and is angry at being forced into it. Gradually he starts 

to realize that it's not just a play - the sinister story they are acting out has its roots deep in cruel reality 

and despair. Then the lead actor begins to take on the evil of his character… 

 



The Sledding Hill      Chris Crutcher 

Billy Bartholomew has an audacious soul, and he knows it. Why? Because it's all he has left. He's dead. 

Eddie Proffit has an equally audacious soul, but he doesn't know it, because he's still alive. The two were 

inseparable friends. They still are. And Billy is not about to let a little thing like death stop him from 

hanging in there with Eddie in his epic struggle to get his life back on track. 

 

Daughters of Eve      Lois Duncan 

Sworn to secrecy and bound by loyalty. It's the high school's most exclusive club--but now a twisted 

mind is leading it. When a high school teacher uses the guise of feminist philosophy to manipulate the 

lives of a group of girls, the results are chilling. Who will be the first victim? 

 

Gallows Hill       Lois Duncan 

Role-playing takes on a terrifying cast when 17-year-old Sarah, who is posing as a fortune-teller for a 

school fair, begins to see actual visions that can predict the future. Frightened, the other students brand 

her a witch, setting off a chain of events that mirror the centuries-old Salem witch trials in many ways. 

Killing Mr. Griffin      Lois Duncan 

The plan was only to scare their English teacher - but sometimes plans go wrong. When a group of 

students kidnap their teacher to "teach him a lesson," their plans go awry when he dies. The results 

leave them in a morass of lies and guilt. Does anyone else know? 

 

The Unspoken       Thomas Fahy 

Five years ago six children who lived with their families in Jacob Crawley's Divine Path religious cult 

escaped by burning the compound to the ground. They are reunited at the funeral of Jacob's son, 

Harold. Harold died of drowning — his worst fear — even though his body was found miles from any 

water. And it seems that each of the teens is marked for murder — as Crawley had predicted years 

earlier. Can any of these teens save themselves? 

The Christopher Killer     Alane Ferguson 

Seventeen-year-old Cameryn has wanted to be a forensic pathologist for as long as she can remember, 

and when a killer strikes in her hometown of Silverton, Colorado, she takes advantage of her father's 

position as coroner to assist in the autopsy. But she had not expected that she would know the murder 

victim. Soon Cameryn then finds her own life in jeopardy as she hones in on the murderer. 

 

 

 

 



The Love Curse of the Rumbaughs   Jack Gantos 

Identical albino twins Abner and Adolph Rumbaugh are an oddity in their small Pennsylvania town, but 

as a child, Ivy adores the elderly pair and spends free hours playing at their pharmacy. Then she 

discovers their family curse--a warped, overwhelming love for their deceased mother, which drives 

them to horrifying acts to preserve her memory. As Ivy grows older, the twins' terrifying secret begins to 

make sense, and her own ties to the curse become clear. 

Ghost Huntress: The Awakening   marley Gibson 

In this first book in the Ghost Huntress series, a move from downtown Chicago to small-town Radisson, 

Georgia, brings about a psychic awakening for 16-year old Kendall, as spirits that roam her house and 

town recognize her ability to see them and clamor for her attention. Kendall assembles an eclectic 

ghost-hunting team and now they're going to rid Radisson of its less savory spirits. 

The Devouring       simon Holt 

Reggie Halloway, a mousy girl and avid horror fan, discovers a strange journal while working at an occult 

bookstore. Upon investigation, she learns about the Vours, horrific demons who feed on fear and take 

over the body, morphing its host into a cold, cruel creature. When, as a prank, Reggie and her friend 

Aaron attempt to summon a Vour, things go horribly awry and a Vour takes over the body of her little 

brother, Henry. Reggie then must battle the Vours to try to get her brother's soul back into his body. 

You Are So Undead To Me     Stacey Jay 

Fifteen-year-old Megan Berry is a part-time shrink to a bunch of dead people with a whole lot of issues. 

All Megan wants is to be normal and go to homecoming, of course. Unfortunately, it’s a little difficult 

when your dates keep getting interrupted by a bunch of slobbering Undead. Things are about to get 

even more complicated for Megan. When someone in school is using black magic to turn average 

undead into flesh-eating Zombies, Megan must stop them; her life and homecoming depends on it. 

 

Taken        Chris Jordan 

In a terrible instant, Kate Bickford's young son vanishes. Racing home hoping to find her son, Kate comes 

face-to-face with his abductor, who wants all the money she has. If she doesn't follow something he 

calls The Method, the consequences will be gruesome. 

The Silver Kiss      Annette Curtis Klause 

Zoe is wary when, in the dead of night, the beautiful yet frightening Simon comes to her house.  Simon 

seems to understand the pain of loneliness and death, and Zoe's brooding thoughts of her dying mother. 

Simon is one of the undead, a vampire, seeking revenge for the gruesome death of his mother three 

hundred years before.  Does Simon dare ask Zoe to help free him from this lifeless chase and its 

insufferable loneliness? 

 



Black Juice       Margo Lanagan 

Previously available only in Australia, this haunting short story collection by the acclaimed author 

contains ten wholly realized fantasy worlds that exist just beyond the realm of everyday life--so familiar 

and so surreal, they will not be forgotten. 

The Changeover      Margaret Mahy 

When three-year-old Jacko is stricken with a baffling illness, his teenage sister Laura, a 'sensitive,' is the 

only one to recognize that demonic possession is the true cause of his malady. In a desperate attempt 

Laura asks Sorry Carlisle, a witch, for help. Now, the only way to save Jacko is for Laura to go through a 

changeover and become a witch. Will she be able to save Jacko?  

Fade         Lisa McMann 

This sequel follows dream-catcher Janie as she navigates the treacherous world of dreaming the dreams 

of others. Janie and her boyfriend, Cabel, use their skills to work undercover investigating teachers 

suspected of abusing students.  Janie also comes to understand more about her dream-catching ability 

and the consequences in store for her. Can Janie sacrifice her own health for the greater good? 

Bone Chiller       Graham McNamee 

One winter night, while he's running on the shore of a frozen lake, Danny is attacked by a creature so 

terrifying he tries to convince himself he was hallucinating. Then he learns about Native American 

legends of a monster that has haunted the lake for a thousand years… 

Bliss         Lauren Myracle 

When Bliss’ hippie parents leave the commune and dump her at the home of her aloof grandmother in a 

tony Atlanta neighborhood, it’s like being set down on an alien planet. The only guide naive Bliss has to 

her new environment is what she’s seen on The Andy Griffith Show. But Mayberry is poor preparation 

for Crestview Academy, an elite school where the tensions of the present and the dark secrets of the 

past threaten to simmer into violence. Openhearted Bliss desperately wants new friends, making her the 

perfect prey of a troubled girl whose obsession with a long-ago death puts Bliss, and anyone she’s kind 

to, in mortal danger. 

Daemon Hall       Andrew Nance 

Famous writer Ian Tremblin holds a short-story contest in which five finalists will spend the evening with 

Tremblin in the haunted mansion Daemon Hall, and the winner of the best short story will see 

publication. Wade Reilly and the other finalists could never have imagined what they find lurking in the 

shadows of this demonic mansion. 

 

 



Paranoid Park        Blake NelsoN 

As if his parents' impending divorce isn't stressful enough, the 16-year-old unnamed protagonist and 

self-described Prep skater dude writes a confessional detailing his remorse over his role in the gruesome 

death of a railroad security officer while hopping a train. After deciding not to call the police 

immediately following the accidental homicide, it gradually becomes easier to justify continued silence, 

and simultaneously becomes harder to imagine coming forward to anyone about what happened. 

Shade’s Children      Garth Nix 

In a brutal city of the future, the evil Overlords have decreed that no child may live a day past his 14th 

birthday. The children's only hope is the mysterious Shade--who recruits and houses the few children 

lucky enough to escape. 

Voices After Midnight     Richard Peck 

Three California-grown kids are suddenly confronted by New York City's pop culture and Victorian 

history when they vacation there. The boys hear voices at night and see strange, anachronistic sights by 

day. Of course their parents are clueless about these historical peregrinations, but it becomes more 

serious than mere parlor tricks. How much must they sacrifice for these strangers? 

Dead Connections      Charlie Price 

Teenage loner Murray Kiefer has found comfort and companionship by visiting with the dead in his local 

cemetery. Schoolmate Pearl is more outgoing and confident; she lives with her widowed father, the 

caretaker of the cemetery. A third teen, cheerleader Nikki Parker, has disappeared, and everyone 

speculates about whether she'll be found alive. Price weaves the stories of these characters-and those 

of a drunken cop, a trusting and loyal father, and a jaded but smart detective-into a murder mystery 

with compelling psychological and spiritual overtones. 

The Rule of Won      Stefan Petrucha 

Meet Caleb Dunne, slacker extraordinaire. His overachieving girlfriend, Vicky, convinces him to join a 

based on a book, The Rule of Won. As The Rule gains popularity, though, the club members start to gain 

power within the school. From dark posts on the club’s online message board to all-out threats in the 

hallways, it becomes apparent that the group is getting out of control.  

The tachyon Web      Christopher Pike 

Stealing a spaceship to engage in a joyride among the stars, five young thrill seekers are swept up in a 

plan to blast beyond the Tachyon Web, an iron boundary that bars the human race from alien worlds.  

 

 

 



Shimmer        Dallas Reed 

Set in the otherworldly atmosphere of a snowed-in town, this paranormal thriller features four teens 

that discover a mysterious box. When it is opened, a strange silver dust flies into the air, shimmers, and 

then disappears. Soon, people in the town begin to change--and not for the better. 

Fear Street: Creatures of the Night   R.l. Stine 

They say that weird things always happen on that dark and twisting road. They say it's a place to be 

frightened of -- that those who go there never return the same. And some never return at all... 

Creature Within      Kay Thompson 

Hoping to pry 14-year-old Bobby away from his Dublin life of reckless violence, drug abuse, and grand 

theft, Bobby’s welfare-dependent mother transplants the family to a creaky old house in the 

countryside. Balancing the grittiness of Bobby’s angst and relentless fights with his mother are the 

whispered stories of the house’s previous occupants, a couple who murdered their child, believing her 

to be a faerie changeling. Suddenly, an unseen visitor comes in the middle of the night and continues to 

worry at the edges of Bobby’s consciousness. 

Gothic! 10 Original Dark Tales    Various 

Drawing on dark fantasy as well and horror and wild humor, ten contemporary authors — including Neil 

Gaiman, Garth Nix, and Barry Yourgrau — pay homage to the gothic tale in original stories of the 

supernatural and the surreal. 

Break of Dark       Robert Westall 

Is there a barrier that divides the dark unknown from the everyday world around us? If so, is it broken 

sometimes by the dead returning, by the undead, or by alien creatures? This collection of Robert 

Westall's short stories grabs hold of the imagination and refuses to let go. 

Ghost Abbey       Robert Westall 

Maggi has but one hope when her father is offered a job on the renovation of a stately home in the 

English countryside of Cheshire. The house exerts a strange influence on Maggi; she sees a man who 

could only have lived 400 years ago, and hears noises and singing in other parts of the house. It becomes 

apparent to her that the house will exact revenge on anyone who tries to harm it, but because no one 

believes her, Maggi fights for the lives of her family members alone. 

In Camera and Other Stories    Robert westall 

Westall presents a collection of five scary stories of things that go bump in the night. With the right 

balance of scary details and plot, these tales will give you goose bumps. 

 



Peeps        Scott Westerfield 

In Westerfeld's latest smart, urbane fantasy, parasite positives, or "peeps," are maniacal cannibals that 

cause illness. College freshman Cal was lucky: he contracted the sexually transmitted disease during a 

one-night stand, but it never developed into its full-blown form. Now he works for an underground 

bureau in Manhattan that tracks down peeps. But life is okay--until a hip, cute journalism student 

intensifies Cal's yearnings for companionship. Complicating matters are indications that peeps have an 

urgent evolutionary purpose. 

The Last Days       Scott Westerfield 

Something horrifying is bubbling up from the earth, and vampires stalk the streets of New York. But in 

this electric sequel to Peeps (2005), Moz and his buddy Zahler think only of forming a band. One night 

Moz, with the help of passerby Pearl, rescues a Fender Stratocaster guitar. Like Moz, Pearl is a musician, 

and a band is born. Soon the band recruits a singer, a Peep with her parasite mostly under control, and a 

drummer who literally sees the music and the terrifying things it attracts. Eventually it becomes clear 

that the new band will play a key role in the coming struggle against the powerful evil. 

A Certain Slant of Light     Laura Whitcomb 

Helen died 130 years ago as a young woman. Her spirit has been sustained by its attachment to one 

living human host after another, including a poet and, most recently, a high-school English teacher. 

While she sits through his class one day, she becomes aware of James. James, who also died years 

earlier, inhabits the body of a contemporary teen, Billy. James and Helen fall in love, and the two begin 

to unfold the mysteries of their own pasts and those of their adolescent hosts. 

The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray    Chris Wooding 

In Victorian London, a new plague is underway: an infestation of demonic creatures known as wych-kin. 

Thaniel Fox, a 17-year-old wych-hunter spends his time reducing wych-kin populations with methods 

that combine magic, superstition, and good old-fashioned gunslinging. After stumbling upon an 

obviously traumatized young woman on one of his expeditions, he swiftly discovers that she has 

escaped from the clutches of a powerful cult called the Fraternity. They, and other, join forces to 

combat evil on a terrifying scale. 

The Doom Stone         Paul Zindel 

Even before Jackson, a 15-year-old New Yorker, arrives at his anthropologist aunt's lodgings near 

Stonehenge, he gets a nasty glimpse of the murderous beast that the British Army has engaged his aunt 

to track down. When a bite from the beast gradually puts Dr. Cawley in its thrall, it's up to Jackson and a 

charming local girl to hunt the monster. 


